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thing; that the King of Spain had been transported at the idea
of the King of France marrying the Infanta; and that the
marriage of the Prince of the Asturias had been the sine qua
non of the other.
After we had well talked over the matter and rejoiced
thereon, I said to the Eegent that the proposed marriage of
his daughter must be kept profoundly secret until the moment
of her departure for Spain ; and that of the King also, until
the time for their execution arrived; so as to prevent the
jealousy of all Europe. At this union, so grand and so intimate,
of the two branches of the Royal Family, such a union having
always been the terror of Europe and disunion the object of
all its policy—this policy having only too well succeeded—I
urged that the sovereigns must be left as long as possible in the
confidence they had acquired, the Infanta above all, being but
three years old (she was born at Madrid on the morning of the
30th of March, 1718), by which means the fears of Europe upon
the marriage of Mademoiselle de Chartres with the Prince of
the Asturias would be coloured—the prince could wait, he
having been born in August, 1707, and being accordingly only
fourteen years of age. "You are quite right," replied M. le
Due d'Orleans, " but this can't be, because in Spain they wish
to make public the declaration of marriage at once, indeed,
as soon as the demand is made and the declaration can be
signed.3'
" What madness!" cried I; "what end can this tocsin have
except to arouse all Europe and put it in movement! They
must be made to understand this, and we must stick to it;
nothing is so important."
"All this is true," said M. leDuc d'Orl&ms. "I think exactly
like you, but they are obstinate in Spain; they have wished
matters to be arranged thus, and their wishes have been agreed
to. Everything is arranged, fixed, finished. I am so much
interested in the matter that you surely would not have
advised me to break off for this condition."
I said of course not, shrugging my shoulders at this unseason-
able impatience.

